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Introduction:

Â Gestational Trophoblastic Disease (GTD): 

Â Partial mole (PHM), complete mole (CHM), invasive 
mole, choriocarcinoma, placental site trophoblastic 
tumor and other 

Â Hydatidiform mole (HM) = complete + partial

Â Partial mole Ą 69XXX, 69XXY or 69 XYY 

(diandric triploidy) 

Â Complete mole Ą 46XX (diandric diploidy) or 

46XY (diandric dispermy) 



Introduction Contôd:

ÂRisk Factors for HM:

ÂAge < 20 yr (Hayashi 1982, La Vecchia1984, Bagshawe1986, 

Steigrad 2003)

ÂAge > 35/40 yr (La Vecchia1984, Mazzanti 1986, Bagshawe

1986, Steigrad 2003)

ÂPrevious HM (Bagshawe1986, Altieri 2003, Steigrad 2003)

ÂEthnicity



Introduction Contôd:

ÂRate vary greatly across the world

ÂU.S. = 108-121/100,000 pregnancies

Â Ireland = 220/100,000 deliveries

Â Japan = 200/100,000 pregnancies

ÂRates have been found to increase (Bagshawe

1986), decrease (Matsui 2003, Kim 1998) and stay 
stable (Loukovaara 2005)



Introduction Contôd:

ÂVery few studies done in Canada

ÂYuen et.al. (1981) = 83/100,000 pregnancies 
or 1/1202

ÂBrisson & Fabia (1976) = 71/100,000 live 
births

ÂStudy was initiated based on a clinical 
suspicion of elevated GTD rates in N.S.



Goals:

ÂPrimary outcome:

ÂTo determine the incidence of GTD in Nova 
Scotia expressed as a per pregnancy rate, per 
delivery rate and per live birth rate

ÂSecondary outcome:

ÂTo examine changes in GTD rates over a 16 
year period in Nova Scotia

ÂTo examine effects of age on GTD



Methods:

ÂApproval obtained from Capital Health 
Research Ethics Board

ÂData on GTD collected from the GTD 
registry from 1990-2005

Â Total deliveries and live birth rate 
collected from Atlee database

Â Total pregnancies collected from Statistics 
Canada



Methods Contôd:

Â Inclusion criteria: any woman with confirmed 
GTD in Nova Scotia

Â Exclusion criteria: unclear diagnosis or resides 
outside of the province

Â 2-test, 2-test for trend, univariate ANOVA, 
Kolmogorov-Smirnov test, Kruskal-Wallis test 

Â SPSS version 14.0

Â Epi-Info version 3.2.3


